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Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, That 
the Thanks of this Houſe be and are hereby 
given to the Lord Biſhop of LincoLn, for 
the Sermon by him preached before this Houſe 
Yefterday in the Abby-Church Weſeminſter; 
And he is hereby defired to cauſe the ſame to 
be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


AsHIEY Cow ER, Cler. Parliamentor. 
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Render w all. their ne tribute to whom tribute Is due 
cuſtom, to whom cuflom : fear, to whom fear: honour, to 
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T ſeems not to have been the intention of Chriſtianity 
1 to give men a digeſt or regular ſyſtem of precepts, that 
ſhould extend to every inſtance of moral behaviour, 

and be applicable to all the various relations of life, public 
and private, in which they might be appointed to act. This, 
I think, will be evident to any one, who pays a due atten- 
tion to the general tenor of the goſpel-hiſtory, and the par- 
B ticular 
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ticular purpoſes, to Which che apoſtolic writings were re chiefly 
directed. But then this inſtitution is of admirable uſe, 
I ſhould rather ſay, of apparent neceſſity in fixing the true 
foundation of our religious obedience, in enforcing the ob- 
ſervance of its laws by the l ſanction of God's authority, in 
recommending them by the powerful incitement of a living 
example, and in laying before men ſuch general rules of 
conduct, as might greatly help to ditect them in the Tow 
cular; and. occaſtenal branches of their duty. 

Taz inſtructiöns that have been Nia us on his 
head, what allegiance is due from ſubjects to their ſovereign, 
have not ſpecified, I apprehend, the different meaſures of 
ſubmiſſion, that { nay be yequized under all the different 
forms of government, w which have obtained or may obtain i in 
the world; but they have erjjoined obedience in general to 
our civil governors, and preſſed it in the moſt effectual man- 
ner by binding it on the conſcience of every one, as God's 
will and appointment. The preciſe degrees of it, in various 
ſtates and commonities, they have not offered, as it came 
not within the: compaſs". of their deſign, 16: albertdiriy but 
they left that matter, as it reſpected all Chriſtians, to be 
ſettled by the laws and conſtitution of thoſe countries; under 
which they ſhould live. 

' WraT our Saviour has delivered on his ſubject, as it was 
chiefly, occafional, was expreſſed in a cautious manner, and 
ſuitable to thoſe occaſions. The character indeed which he 
ſuſtained, and the commiſſion with which he was inveſted, 
made ſuch a conduct altogether neceſſary. For as his diſ- 

ciples were willing to indulge the flattering notion, that the 
kingdom, which he came to eſtabliſh, would be a temporal 
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one; it much coneerned him to guard againſt any ſuſpicion, 
de might give to a watchful government, of harbouring 


birnſelf or of infuſing into his followers any notions that 


would-tend to raiſe tumults or ſedition in the ſtate; that 
might be hurtful to the power of civil rulers, or favour-any 

pretenſions of power in himſelf, We find him therefore in- 
© culcating the neceffity of a peaceable behaviour, and dutiful 

ſubmiſſion to thoſe in authority; explaining the nature and 
end of his own kingdom, fo as to give no reaſonable offence 
to the magiſtrates; and anfwering, with great prudence and 
caution, an infidious queſtion of the Phariſees, relating to 
the payment of tribute v. Yet did not this guarded beha- 
viour protect him from the malice of his enemies; who 
knew how effectual fach a charge of ſedition would be to 


awaken the jealouſy, and ſtir up the reſentment of the 
| Roman governors. 


Fur apoſtles alſo on the ſeveral: occaſions, when their 
inſtructions on this head were wanted, expreſſed their 
fentiments in general terms. The newly- converted Jews 
were under a ſtrong perſuaſion, arifing from the notion of 
their peculiar relation to Jehovah, that if no princes were 
ſet over them by his immediate deſignation, they were re- 
leaſed from all obligation of yielding obedience, or of 
paying tribute to any foreign magiſtrates. As ſubjects of 
God, they diſclaimed all authority of men: and from the 
influence of this extravagant deluſion were tempted © to 
« deſpiſe dominion and ſpeak evil of dignities F. 

Sr. Peter endeavours to undeceive them in a miſtake 0 
dangerous to their own ſafety, and ſo diſcreditable to their 
Mat. xxii. 21. J Jude 8. 2 Pet. ii. 10. 1 Pet. U. 123. 
9 B 2 holy 
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holy faith, He earneſtly preſſes upon them ſubmiſſion to 
the governing powers, ſupreme and ſubordinate, as a duty 
obligatory under every form, becauſe. founded on the nature 
and end of all civil government, as well as agreeable to the 
will of God; which indeed is manifeſted as certainly in the 
viſible conſtitution of things and the eourſe of his general 
providence, as in the extraordinary and more ſtriking inter- 
poſitions of his power, But it was particularly incumbent 
on the early Chriſtians to vindicate by their behaviour the 
.honour we reaſonableneſs of their religion, on which the 
practice of ſome injudieious followers had brought a reproach, 
as favouring a rebellious or inſpiring a turbulent ſpirit. It 
is inculcated to thee that they « were free indeed,” but 
were not ſo to miſunderſtand that freedom, as a total exemp- 
tion from the obligations and ties of civil authority ; they 
were not therefore to uſe it as © a cloak of maliciouſneſs,” 
as a pretence of ſedition, or a ground of diſobedience to their 
lawful ſuperiors. 
Sr. Paul gives inſtructions of the ſame nature, and ſup- 
ports them by the like arguments, to ſuch of his Roman 
converts, who as lately become the ſubjects of Chriſt's king- 
dom, might i imagine themſelves releaſed from all ſubjection 
to the government, under which they lived. He tells them, 
that government is © the ordinance of God ;” the fixed 
means, eſtabliſhed by his providence and reſulting from the 
nature and frame of ſocial beings, for the preſervation of 
public peace and order: that ſubmiſſion is due to every 
form of it, as it has been ſettled ſuitably to the manners, 
temper and intereſts of different countries ; not only on ac- 
Count of the benefits which it procures, not only through 
fear 
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fear of that puniſhment, which they might incur by dif- 


obedience ;- but as a duty ariſing from the reaſon. of the 


9 and now confirmed by the expreſs authority of 


* s own example will probably be the ſafeſt comment on 
his doctrine, and his behaviour to the rulers, ſpiritual and 
civil, before whom he was ſummoned to appear, beſt explain 
the nature and extent of that obedience, which he required 


as due to them. For though his injunctions of ſubmiſſion 


are given in general and unconditional terms; yet it will be 
evident from his on conduct, that he thought them proper 
to be obſerved with ſome limitations. No one could better 
practiſe or was more exerciſed in practiſing than himſelf, thoſe 
paſſive virtues of Chriſtian patience and fortitude under ſuf- 
ferings; yet we learn from the authentic monuments, which 
contain a relation of his acts, that he could alſo ſhew a juſt 
concern for the preſervation and ſupport of his civil privi- 
leges; could vigorouſly aſſert his right of judging, when 
thoſe privileges were invaded ; and expreſs a becoming zeal 
againſt any illegal or arbitrary violations of them. Though 
he could obſerve on all proper occaſions the ſevereſt pre- 
cepts of our religion, yet he could alſo vindicate, we read, 
with due warmth the liberties and immunities of his birth- 
right ; and though he perfectly knew how to bear private 
injuries as a. Chriſtian, yet he diſdained quietly to ſubmit to 
public indignities, as a Roman. 

We may obſerve in the Apoſtle's writings or this ſubject, 
that while he inculcates obedience to the magiſtrate, and de- 
fends his power againſt the fanciful exemptions of ſome 
aue n for liberty, he takes care to interweave 


ſome 
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ſome account of the. beneficial uſes for which chat power 
was given, and the great purpoſe of general good to which 
it ſhould ever be directed. great ſlcill and ad- 
dreſs, he explains the nature, and ſhews him the duty of his 
office, while he is engaged er ANG an Warp: 5 


porting his authority. 
Tux converts to Chriſtianity e chew; 1 appre- 


bend, under the ſame obligations of ſubmiſſion to [their 
rulers, which laid upon them before their converſion; and 
the degree of that ſubmiſſion can only be determined by the 
nature. of that government, - under which its diſciples live. 
Our religion, as it altered not the ſtate and condition ef 
commonwealths, neither enereaſed nor abridged the power of 
governors, or the privileges of the governed. — ba 
its followers from civil reſtraints and a due ſubjection to 
authority; much leſs is it to be loaded with the horrid im- 
putation of entailing ſlavery upon them out of a principle 
of conſcience, or eſtabliſhing tyranny 1 . inte mperate 
uſe of power, as an ordinance of God. 

SGovRRNNMENT may be called a Sine appointment, as A 
being the great inſtrument, made uſe of in the courſe of 
God's providence to conduct the affairs of the world, and 
the beſt proviſion for the general good and ſecurity of his 
reaſonable creation. This notion of it is agreeable to the 
maxims of ancient wiſdom, and the ſenſe of all civilized 
countries. It appears from the experience of all ages and 
nations to be fo uſeful in maintaining the peace and e 
vancing the common intereſts of ſociety; to be ſo nec 
for the regular execution of laws, and the due enjoyment of 
* thoſe various bleſlings, that providence has vouchſafed us. 
It 
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It is ſo ſuited to the condition, ſo agreeable to the nature, ſo 
conducive to the happineſs of man, that there is all poſſible 
reaſon to conclude from this conſtitution of things, God 
deſigned and framed him for ſuch a ſtate. But they draw: 


an unwarrintable concluſion from this preſumption of the 


divine will, and the facred character with which the ma- 
giftrate is hereby inveſted, that he is not to be oppoſed on 
pain of damnation, though he ſhould act contrary to the 
good end; for which he was appointed; though he ſhould 
preſunie to oppreſs thoſe liberties, which he was ordained 


was commiſſioned to protect. It is hardly to be ſuppoſed, 
that the word of God has reſtrained men from acting in: 
the caſe of extreme danger to all their rights and liberties,” 


where the voice of reaſon has left them free; or that the 
Chriſtian law has put them into a defenceleſs ſtate, where 
the eſſential law of ee b. given them the- 


mas rare thai 


Bur I proceed to conſider the e of the 


Apoſtolic precept; particularly as it is applicable to us, and 
is to be eſteemed a proper 


heinous violations of it, with which they are juſtly charge- 
able, who involved theſe nations in a miſerable ſcene of civil 


diſtractions; who carried on that unnatural war againſt their 


Sovereign; and committed at laſt that barbarous act of 
violence on his Ir which we are now aflembled to; 
lament. | £7 6521 

MANN uſeful refleQions will naturally riſe 0 out of this ſad 


part of nay and when. the ſerious and folemn ob- 


ſervance. 


er rule and meaſure of our duty., 
And in doing this I ſhall occaſionally look back to thoſe 
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ſervance of this day is duly applied to that end, fe wilt Con- 

tinue to anſwer thoſe good purpoſes, for which it was 

probably ſet apart by the wiſdom and humanity W 
thers. 

Firſt then the Apoſtle dect his eee been at 
Rome, and the direction will equallyextend to ſuch Chriſtians 
as belong to any other community, that they ſhould render, 
to whom they are due, the ſettled proportion of tribute or 
cuſtom.” He undertakes not, it was not his buſineſs to 
decide on the juſtneſs or legality of any particular claims; 
this he leaves to be determined by the laws and eſtabliſhed 
uſages of the reſpective countries, in which thoſe claims 
ſhould be made. It has indeed an equitable foundation in 
reaſon, and takes place under all conſtitutions, that ſubjects 
ſhould contribute to the expences of that government, under 
which they live and whoſe protection they enjoy; that they 
ſhould help to ſtrengthen the hands, and to ſupport the 
authority of thoſe, in whom the ſovereign power is veſted. 

TursE grants are the grateful returns of a people to their 
ſupreme magiſtrate for the benefits, which they receive or 
3 By theſe he is enabled to carry on the 
great ends of his office, to maintain the ſecurity and promote 
the intereſts of ' thoſe, over whom he preſides ; to guard 
them againſt the violence of foreign, or the injuries of do- 
meſtic enemies ; to check or repel the attempts of thoſe by 
arms and force, to prevent or puniſh the infults of thats by 
the due and regular execution of laws. 

THresE ſupplies may indeed be demanded in an 3 
tant, or ſquandered away in an uſeleſs manner; they may 
be miſapplied to feed the vanity or gratify the 2 
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or adminiſter to the luxury of thoſe, to whonrthey are given, 


inſtead of anſwering the good purpoſe of protection and 
encouragement to them, by whom they are beſtowed. - But 


- how: rigorous ſoever may be the exactions of arbitrary 


power, we who live under a limited government, are ſe- 
cured againſt any wanton or illegal impoſitions of that na- 


ture. We hold not our poſſeſſions by the precarious tenure 


of another's will, but under the ſacred guard and impartial 
adminiſtration of equal laws; no burthen in this reſpe& can 
be laid upon us, but what is impoſed by the conſent and 
concurrence of ſuch, as have been entruſted with the pub- 
lic voice, —————————— 


wine ee notion. - AGE TW 
Ap here it is not to be aillembled,/ hae dime adult 


ments on the part of the crown, and attempts to raiſe money 
from the people by unconſtitutional methods; ſome acts of 
power in erecting monopolies, and in impoſing taxes with- 
out the conſent or intervention of Parliament; the revival 
and rigorous execution of ſome laws, grown obſolete by diſ- 
uſe, that ſeemed intended to ſupply the place of theſe legal 
proviſions ; ſome haſty diſſolutions of this great council, and 
a proclamation '** to inhibit all men to ſpeak of another,” 

great room for clamour'and inveQive to ſuch as were 
ill-diſpoſed to the government, gave ſome alarm and dif- 
agreeable apprehenſions to — — 
if thoſe, who held the reins of government, were deſignedly 
breaking in upon this part of our conſtitution; and con- 
trĩving expedients to defray the expences of the Sovereign, 


without having recoutſe to the uſual 1 mm; 
1 ſupplies. 
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IX is alſo to be acknowledged, that the expounders of 
the golpel and of tho law ſhould, have-their ſhare in the 
blame, as they were certainly concerned in promoting theſe 
unjuſtifiable proceedings. The--fommer; preached up the 
divine right of kings in ſo exalted: a ſttain, as led their 
hearers to thinlæ, that it could hardly be ſubject to any limi- 
tations of Jaw, or controuled in the exerciſe of its powers 
by any appointinents of men. Some of them went farther, 
they ſo far exceeded the bounds of their authority and oom 
miſſion, as to declare, that the privileges of the ſubject 
their properties were dependent on his pleaſure: and to de- 
liver it as a ſacred truth, and a certain condlufignYrawn 
me nur: of Cod, that his ſole will in impoſing 

e eee eee — repre; 290 
nation.“ 
Tus falſe docuine from eee ene ee — 
ſaulty determinations of the bar: and thoſe ſages, who fate 
as the miniſters; of juſtice and arbiters of our civil rights, ſo 
far either faultered in their judgment or failed in the honeſt 
— execution of their truſt, as to pronounce thoſe impoſitions to 
| to law, which-in the opitnon of the moſt xnow- 
inet perſons; — 112 
1 br. e ©: 

Tur theſe wrong deciſions would bes: amp per- 
verting the -prince's judgment in ſo: weighty an affair, is 
evident enough; how far they will go to excuſe or juſtify any 
conduct, entered into in conſequence of that judgment, Iwill 
not undertake wo affirm. Ignorance of the law, the rule of 
the ſubjects obedience, is not thought a ſufficient plea for 

| | 83 | any 
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| any breaches. of it hy hem; and why ſhould ignorance of 
the conſtitution, . the meaſure of the Sovereign's s authority, 
be a hetter plea for any, heinous violations of it by him?ꝰ 
.// Howaunzn/therefpre: by poſterity would have been the 
memory of thoſe, who at this dangerous juncture. ſtood up 
in defence of their civil rights, and exerted themſelves. in 
oppoſition to thoſe illegal exactions, had they ſtopt where 
2 jeQ's duty and the good of the. community required 
they ſhould: haxe ſiopt; had they: fought to remedy 
thake evils by ſuch methods of redreſs, as the conſtitution 
had provided ; had not their interaperate; zeal or ambition 
engaged them at length in ſuch , meaſures. of violence; as 
proved. deſtructive. of that, liberty, which. they. Rood.) up to 
e ee eee, een 
— arm dietary} 

Fan how is A e n ahh; any ne} in- 
tentions, that in the, progreſs, of tis. mate: they. ated 
in. a way utterly. repugnant, to the prineiples, which they 
profeſſed at the beginning? That in a more artful. and. 
covert manner gt firſt; but openiy and avowedly at laſt, they 
inxaded their Prince g undeubted rights under the pretence 
off: vi their ? "That. in this vety article of im- 
peſing taxes on the people; aa well 28 in! the application of 
chem, ſhey acted, unwarrantably by. their! own: fingle an- 

We in e ng den bed condemned, as an 
illegal proceeding, in him? 

108: governors, alle ace Gocks minifiers, ee 
mavte tha general good of thoſe over hom they are placed, 
we, ard injoined, and the injunction is reaſonable, to re. 


nn to reſpec the perſuns of thoſe, 
C 2 who 
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who are inveſted with o high a truſt, and appointed to ad 
miniſter ſo weighty an office. But then as we live under ſo 
happy a frame of government, in which the Jaws ate the 
common meaſure of the Sovereign s authority as well as the 
ſubjects obedierice, our rights and liberties are hereby Te- 
cured to us in the moſt effectual manner; by thoſe inipartial 
laws we are protected, unleſs by dur milbehaviour” we” för 
feit chat protectiom: we are under no "of 
feeling the iron rod of power; nor need be afraid of the. 
magiſtrates ſword; but when we have made ourſeſies ob- 
noxious to its juſtice. And | 
HF it muſt be confelled, har the wackelt juriſ⸗ 
dion,” which ſome tremendous courts claimed and exer- 
viſed in the reign of that Prince, whoſe fad fate we are 
deploring, ſtruck great terror into ſome, and created uneaſy 
apprehenſions in the minds of all men. For as they ap- 
pointed many things to be obſerved that were not enjoined 
by law; and infficted grievous” Penalties for the e duk. 
greſſion of thoſe appointments; as theſe cenſures were 
— agg accompanied with 1s of harſſineſs and 
which made them more ſenſibly felt and more 
ſharply teſented; tlieſe acts of power brought much ill. 
will and reproach on the government, as — 
„ ee beer bene eedin 
Hans treatment was alſo uſed towards ſome in a Mat- 
ter of the moſt tender nature, the free profeſſion of reli> 
which much encreaſed and ſharpened the ill humour 
of that age. All the indulgence, that is ſuitable to the 
nature, and conſiſtent with the ſafety of a religious eſtabliſh- 
ment, is certainly due to the perſuaſions W 


= 
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The equitableneſs of cheſo tolerant principles all parties 


F though ſome have been 
occaſionally back ward to practice. Any invaſion of theſe 


private and ſacred rights is ſeldom ſubmitted to with 
patience ; and ſome hardſhips of this kind helped to tow 


the ſeeds of that diſcontent, whole bitter fruits were reaped 


in that dreadful harveſt of calamities which followed. 
Bur if too much room was given for murmur by acts 
of power exerted by the crown, or by ſome ſeverities 


exerciſed in theſe courts of juſtice, yet how did the chief 


managers in this oppoſition act a juſtifiable or a con- 
ſiſtent part, who pretended to have the ſame fears, when 
the main objects of their fear were removed? Who, when 
the regal power was reduced within its proper and conſtitu- 


tional bounds, were ſtill as urgent in their demands of re- 


ducing it farther? Who were ſtill as earneſt for continuing, 
as they were for beginning the war againſt their King, 
when ſuch conceſſions had been made by him, as were 
judged by much the greater part of the nation, and by all 
he moderate part of the great council, e nde 
| a 

not thoſe fanatical leaders juſtly checomakia with 


the moſt notorious hypocriſy, who expreſſed the utmoſt.de- 


teſtation of popery, yet practiſed in their own church- 
vernment ſome of the moſt terrible of its maxims ? Who 


being moſt loud in their complaints of ſuffering on account 


of. conſcience, when they became poſſeſſed of power, al- 
lowed. Ubert of conſcience to no communion, but their 
own *? Who having earneſtly, contended for the right of 
worſhipping God in. ſuch a manner as they thought moſt 

acceptable: 
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acceptable to him, forbid alli others on pain of fines and 
impriſonment to worſhip God, even, in private aſſemblies, 
in any manner, but that. by their directory * 
Who having claimed for themſelves the free exerciſs of 
private judgment in religious matters, adjudged the de- 
6 which. they called hereſies, to-: be 
felony.; to be puniſhed with en on coD, 
and if not abjured, with 3 Iden den run 
ASurrnron ſhare of honour is ally required-as due from 
us to the ſopreme magiſtrate 3 and to this he has an un- 
doubted claim, if we conſider the pre-eminence- and ex- 
tenſive .ulefatneſs/ of his office, the cares to-whick it'is a. 


ways expoſed, ene difficulties, with! WARE it is 
. N ind 0996314517 ons 18 QIE. 311 
. - Do his and arv-obnigiitted decir op ea; which 
hy holds with a mere enlarged” or reſtrained' authority, 
agreeably to the-conſent of that people and the conſtitution 
of chat ſtate; over wWineh he is placed. He is the head of 
chat politcał body, - which confifts-of many- members, en- 
dewed with different powers and appointed to- different 
offices, but the united application of all which is neceſſary 
to the welfare and ſtrength and duration to the whole: or 
to uſe the repreſentation of Scripture, he is the miniſter of 
God; is entruſted to bear that awful vicegerency, where ereby 
he preſides over the affairs of government, and, 4 the ſub» 
ordinate miniſter of his providence, is employed in dire&ing ng 
it to the great ends of public , for which it was in- 
tended. He alſo, is the ſource, m which al the inferior 
titles of honour are derived ; and Happ happy will it be for that 
r where * only bete as the diſtinc- 


" tions 


„Neal, Vol. III. 99 Odin. January 7, 1652. 
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tions of ſuperior merit, or the rewards of eminent and faith- 
ful ſervice, . A due regard to his honour is alſo a matter f 
22 of government and 
the ſecurity of domeſtic peace, but the weight and in- 
tereſt of any country among other nations, greatly de- 
pend on the degree of credit and eſteem, in which the 
Sovereign is held at home. Difficuk likewiſe maſt be the 
talk, and worthy of all honour he who executes it well, to 
guide with a ſteady hand the wheels. of government; a 
machine ſo complicated in its frame, and. conſiſting of ſuch 
a variety of movements ; all liable to be diſturbed, as well 
by the operation of outward cauſes, mee 
fection of their own make. 
Tunis is the caſe at rn but the work wil 
become much more arduous: and obſtructed at ſome nicer 
res. Let any one look back to the commence- 
ment af thoſe civil diforders, that entailed a long train of 
misfortunes on our country, and brought on the melan- 
choly event of this day; let him ſay, when the evil ſpirit 
of diſcord was gone forth, what compliances would have ſa- 
tisſied the demands, what prudence could have penetrated 
the deſigns, what wiſdom could have guarded againſt the 
artifices of thoſe wily and intrepid ſtateſmen, who con- 


ducted the dark councils, and formed the deſperate refolu- 


tions of that age ! What hand could have ſtopt the torrent 
of enthuſiaſm, when it had gathered ſtrength by the ſecret 
courſes through which it paſſed, and was ſwoln to ſuch an 
enormous height by the leſſer ſtreams of popular faction 
and diſcontent, that had fallen into it? What reſolution 
oould have ſtood out, e 
1 1 m 
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made under the modeſt name of humble petitions ? When 

thoſe, who loudly reſented any reſtraints on the freedom of 
parliamentary debate, diſcouraged that freedom by ex- 
poſing thoſe who uſed it to the rage and inſults of the po- 
pulace? When many of unreproachable character were 
loaded with fines, or oppreſſed in their civil rights, with 
out any legal proof or imputation of offence, but their 
being favourers of a malignant party?” When men of 
the moſt approved and tried integrity were removed from 
all places of public truſt under the notion of being delin- 
4 quents and evil counſellors ?” 

Ir is not probable indeed, that all who engaged in the 
flirſt oppoſition to arbitrary meaſures, either foreſaw or in- 
tended the grievous miſchiefs, that followed. Many might 
only deſign to correct the exceſſes of power, to bring the 
ſeveral parts of government to their proper ballance, and to 
reduce thoſe hidden reſerves of authority, which had occa- 
fionally been exerted under the name of NT within 
the known limits and boundaries of law. 

As it is difficult to form a judgment, ſo it would 971 
leſs to make conjectures about the true character, views, 
and motives of the principal actors in that turbulent Nene. 
But if we attend only to the evidence of facts, does not the 
whole courſe of thoſe tranſations throw a ſtrong ſuſpicion 
of infincerity on ſome of the chief leaders, who under pre- 
tence of redrefling grievances, reforming abuſes, and recti- 
fying government, at length overturned the conſtitution ? 
Did not thoſe, who pretended to ſuſpect the performance 
of the engagements made by the King, break in a notorious 
manner many engagements entered into by onions ? 

2 Did 
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Did they not under the fair profeſſions cc of ſeeking no- 
« thing but his Majeſty's honour, and of earneſt intentions 
& to advance his ſervice,” plainly aim of ſtripping him of 
all his power, and reducing him to a ſtate of abſolute ſub- 
jection to their own will? Was not all power at length, 
through new and various arts of management, engroſſed by 
a faction, and all the rights of the crown, the nobles, and 
the people ſwallowed up in that fathomleſs gulph, the 
te privilege of Parliament? And did they not proceed, after 
the mock ſolemnity of a legal proſecution, to execute that 
horrid act of cruelty on their Sovereign, which has brought 
a a foul reproach on our country, and fixed a laſting blemiſh 
on the proteſtant name? 

Evxkrs of this unuſual nature have a powerful effect 
in rouſing the attention of men, and introducing a ſerious 
caſt of mind; they may therefore be, and were doubtleſs 
intended to de of uſe, as proper inſtruments of moral and 
religious improvement. A due recollection of the dreadful 
evils, which preceded and followed this unnatural act of 
violence, will furniſh many proper hints of inſtruction to all 
the different parts of the community. 

| GovxRnoss, ſpiritual and civil, may be warned by the 
calamitous iſſue of theſe tranſactions, not to exceed the juſt 
| bounds of their authority, as ſettled and preſcribed by the 
conſtitution. On the terms of keeping within theſe bounds 
their ſeveral offices were undertaken, and ought to be ad- 
miniſtered. Some acts of power in impoſing taxes on the 
people in an illegal manner, and inflicting harſh penalties in . 
matters of a religious concern, heightened that jealouſy and 
diſtruſt which a former weak adminiſtration had raiſed, and 


D blew 
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blew up, we find, the latent ſparks of diſcontent into fuck 
a flame, as ſpread a general deſolation through theſe king- 
dos, n total fubwriing 0 the. n 
ment. A, 

RE Ls nes low e e ee 
ſuuict and inviolable regard to their profeſſions and engage 
ments. Charles either practiſed upon by the looſe caſuiſtry 
of his courtiers, or deceived by his on prejudices about the 
diſpenſing nature of regal power, had receded too far from 
ſome of his declaratiens. This ill-adviſed conduct had 
made ſuch unfavourable impreſſions about his good faith, 
and given ſo much room for his enemies to charge him with 
inſincerity, that every overture of agreement was ſuſpended, 
tilt numbers were at length worked up to fo: hoſtile a tem- 
ee eee 
commodation. 


Tux painful enen. of eee 
would alſo diſpoſe the governed, to uſe all proper means to 
prevent a return of the like ſufferings; and one of the beſt 
means to prevent them is to have a due ſenſe of the obliga- 
tions we are under to reſpect the office, and to: maintain the 
lawfulauthority of our Sovereign. This dreadful convulſion 
of the ſtate would never have happened, had not bath prince 
and people been faulty in their conduct; had not ſome ar- 
bitrary and illegal. clanns in the one put it in the peer of 
deſigning men to raiſe ſuch. a ferment, among the other, as 
marks them Joe in. theis tore al ane nnn 
moderation of temper. | 
| Wa may alfa fin thia.tncheckely s 6 cur: hne 
eee be- 
ſides 
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fides the exorbitant power of the crown. Our fore-fathers 
indeed ſuffered much from its incroachments, but they 
ſuffered more from the artifices of thoſe enthuſiaſtic and 


* crafty leaders who oppoſed them; who ever uſed the beſt 


words when they meant to do the worſt things, and knew 
how to cover the moſt miſchievous deſigns with the plauſible - 
appearance of religion and public good. 

Tu ſudden fluctuation of human power is ſtrikingly 
preſented to us in the dark picture of thoſe tumultuous times. 
We there ſee the liberties of the people oppreſſed and en- 
dangered by deſpotiſm : we ſoon ſee the ſame people rouſed 
by the ſenſe of repeated grievances fly out into the utmoſt- 
exceſſes, ſweep down like a torrent all the legal fences of 
authority, trample on all the conſtitutional rights of the 


prince and the hereditary privileges of the nobles, diſſolve 
the whole frame of our antient government, and blend the 


ſeveral orders of the eren in the wildeſt ne con- 
fuſion. 
_  FrRoM es e eee when 
ceſtors ſo ſenſibly felt, let us learn to value, juſtly and as 
we ought, that mild and legal conſtitution of government, 
under the protection of which we live; and which was 
purchaſed for us by the laſt glorious and ſucceſsful ſtruggle, 
which our fathers made in defence of our civil and eccle- 
ſtaſtical rights. This ſacred truſt, planned by their wiſdom, 
-by their courage, and beſt ſecured to us, as we 
truſt,” by the ſettlement of the crown in his Majeſty's Royal 
and Proteſtant Houſe, this facred truſt let us zealouſly en- 
een ae ee OOO n 


E Z. N. T S. 


—— 


— — 
r 2 


- * t 2 3 g 


——— 9 ——ů — wage, DA ny 
—— — I 

. 77 3 
5 * n 2 


= 


